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Yowr chifd vy wlurally curisug,

They want to know about the
world around them. Right from
birth, children are learning.
They do this by watching and
listening, moving, talking, feeling,
exploring and questioning; by
interacting with people, other
children, animals, objects and
spaces indoors and outdoors,
around the home, and when
you are out and about.

In other words, your child
learns through play.

p Show & Tell

is a common classroom activity,
particularly in kindergarten,
where children share an item
or story with their classmates.
It helps build confidence,
communication skills, and
allows students to share their
interests and
experiences.

p Plaé Inqunry
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With our play-based learning
we teach young-learners to explore and
discover through questions and
investigations, fostering critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. We prioritize
student engagement and active learning
which allows them to develop a deeper
understanding by actively constructing
their knowledge.

Children’s first teachers are their families.
The daily interactions and experiences you
share with your child is how they learn
about their world, their culture and family.
When children are little, a lot of these
interactions involve play.

Play is an essential part of every child’s
learning. When children are playing,
they are building their knowledge, skills
and attitudes for lifelong learning. When
children start school they bring all they
have learned with them. Their teachers
seek to build on these skills, interests
and knowledge using the same vehicle
for learning that works so well at home —
PLAY!

PLAY-BASED LEARNING
AT SCHOOL

Schools are fantastic places for

children to learn through play. Dedicated
play spaces assist children to learn how
to solve problems, persevere, compromise
and cooperate with others. Through play
they practise and apply the skills they

are taught in the classroom. Schools
understand that play-based learning is an
important part of a balanced approach,
and that alongside more explicit teaching
and instruction, it helps to keep every child
productive and engaged.
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TYPES OF M—bw LEARNING

TYPES  WHAT IT LOOKS LIKE

Child-initiated e Freely chosen by the child
e Little direct adult involvement or interaction
e Spontaneous

Guided e Initiated by the child or adult
e Adults may join in to extend learning through
guestioning and demonstrating

Adult-led e Organised and directed by p Role p|ay
an adult and may include

instructions but remains Role play fosters holistic

development by encouraging

open ended creativity,social skills, and
e Intentions are clear, emotional expression.
specific and promote It allows young-learners to explore

different roles, situations, and
perspectives, promoting

®= Through empathy
. and understanding.
play-based learning,
your child is: discovering,
taking risks, negotiating,
problem-solving, being
creative, learning to get on
with others and developing
self-awareness.

high level thinking skills

A play-based learning environment encourages
talking, reading, thinking and writing. Through
this, your child sees literacy and numeracy as part
of their everyday experience. They see themselves
as communicators, readers, writers and thinkers. They
make predictions and generalisations about their world,
use patterns and symbols, and experiment to find out why things
happen. They make connections between experiences, concepts and processes.

Play-based learning involves careful decisions and
support from teachers, so your child grows to accept

responsibility for their learning while still receiving CUItural

. Exploration
purposeful guidance and feedback. It promotes
important opportunities for your child to In 0‘:{_ Internatuo'?al klln((iiergargen

. setting, we acknowledge an

understand how to learn, develop critical smbrace-ciltuial differences o
thinking skills, adapt to change, and work help children develop empathy,
independently as well as with others. understanding, and respect for others.

environment, we foster a sense of
belonging and prepare children
for a diverse world.

By creating such an inclusive I



HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD'’S LEARNING

AT HOME: AT SCHOOL:

e Seek out different experiences — at e  Share information with your
home and while you are out and child’s teacher about your family
about. background, and your child’s interests

e Read every day with your child. and ideas.

e Have meaningful conversations with ¢ Askhow information will be shared
your child about things they are between you and your child’s
interested in. teachers.

e  Asklots of questions such as / e Ask aboutthe learning program and
wonder what would happen if..? or how your child will have opportunities
| wonder how ...? or | wonder why to make choices and contribute.

... The best questions are ones that e Ask how you can be involved.
you don't already know the answer

to, or that don't have a simple ‘yes’
or ‘no’ answer. Questions help your
child make connections and meaning
and let you know their interests and
opinions.

e Encourage your child to discover
and develop at their own pace.

e  Give your child time to play
outside, as well as inside,
including physical activities
like running, throwing or
kicking balls, and climbing.

e [ryto relax about messiness
and untidiness — clearing up is
a productive part of children’s
development.

“We are never

more fully alive,

e Limit ‘screen-time on morel completely
television or computers. ourselves, or more
Children thrive on deeply engrossed

two-way interactions. in anything than
when we are

playing.”

For more information on - Charles Schaefer,
play-based learning visit psychologist
SmartKids International Kindergarten

26 street 10, Thao Dien, HCMC

www.smartkidsinfo.com - 0903 957 316 (Mrs Yoko)




